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General Membership Meeting Minutes
Location: Forestview Middle School Baxter, MN
Date: January 17, 2026

General Membership Meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. by President Brian Fischer

President Remarks: Welcome. Moment of silence for those passed in the past year. Thank you to our service people
past and present. Introductions of officers and board members.

Secretary Report: Approval of the August 2nd, 2025, General Membership Meeting Minutes.
e Tweety Highland motioned to approve the August 2nd, 2025, general membership minutes as written, Dan
Collins seconded the motion, motion approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer provided the balance sheet and the Profit and Loss Statements for the organization as
of December 31, 2025. Current general fund is at $53,197, legal defense fund is $65,363, and education fund is
$116,289. The CDs are at $173,293. Provided the 2026 budget.
e  Terry McElmury motioned to accept the financial statement as presented, Jerry Larson seconded; motion
approved.

Membership Report: Jo McEImury provided the following report — current members 2,084, the Trappers Education
Program has brought in 274 members who took part in the program. 617 lifetime members

Sustaining donor program: President Fischer provided the following update from Denise and Leon Windschitl: as of
1/15/26 the program has raised $530 this year with proceeds going to advertising & MTA promotions. 2025 we raised
$4,315 that went to the LDF. In the 9 years the program has been active we have raised $30,931.

Education: Shawn Johnson provided the following report: 2026 scholarships applications are due March 15 - April 1%,
There will be five scholarships given out this year.

Legal Counsel: Gary Leistico provided the following update: no current litigation that is threating trapping in MN at this
time. There is litigation going on in Montana and New Mexico. Later legislative session this year — mid february. Please
try to come to the trapper’s day at the capitol, you meeting with your representatives does make a difference.

Legislative Report: Randy Goldenman provided the following report: Shooting for the beginning of March for trapper’s
day at the capitol, more information to come please watch the MTA website and Facebook page. It’s a very important
event that helps keep trapping rights in MN, if you can make it, please come. Our lobbyist retired and we found a new
lobbyist, Troy Olson who has 30 years of experience down at the capitol, we are very excited to start working with him.

FTA Report: Dan Collins provided an update: The 2026 Sportsman calendar is out, if interested please reach out.
Trappers’ college is September 13t -19™, 2026 in Indiana. Adventure auction is coming up in Feb 15™ -22"¢, 2026 watch
the website for details. Rendezvous is August 5™ -8™, 2026 Macon, MO. Presentation of donation checks to the FTA.

NTA Report: Dan Greenwald provided a report: Gary did a great job explaining the lawsuits the NTA files on our behalf.
Currently have 8,533 members, slightly down from last year. If you would like to be a member please come see me. Next
year convention is July 23 -25™, 2026 Richmond, Indiana. 2027 is going to be in Tennessee. Presentation of donation
checks to the NTA.

Tanned Fur Project report: no report.
DNR Report: no report.

Legal Defense Banquet: Don McGaffey provided the following update: thank you to all the volunteers and those who
have made donations, our banquet would not be doable without all the help.

2026 MTA Convention: no report. July 30"-August 1%, 2026 in Little Falls, MN. District 2 and District 6 will be the hosts.
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Event Awards:
Pelt Handling Awards: 1% Tim Alsleben, 2" Dan Collins, 3™ Brian Fischer.

Biggest Furbearer Awards: Biggest beaver tail — 1 Scott Braegelman 20 7/8”, 2" Nate Wiese20 5/8”, 3™ Dick
Wilkens 20 %”. Longest Muskrat Tail — 1°* anonymous 11 %” donated gift certificate to beginner trapping connection, 2"
Mike Kaczmarek 10 %”, 3™ Steven Lessard 10 3/8”. Biggest coon- 1% Dick Wilkin 31.68 Ibs, 2" Derek Knapp 26.54 Ibs, 3™
Joe Dockendorf 25.19 |bs.

Tweety Highland motioned to adjourn meeting and Ken Howard seconded, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at
12:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Katelyn Willers, Secretary



