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General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Location: Forestview Middle School Baxter, MN 

Date:  January 11th, 2025 
 
 General Membership Meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by President Brian Fischer 
 
Welcome by President Fischer and introduction of the BOD/Staff 
 
President Remarks: Moment of silence for those passed in the past year. Thank you to our service people past and 
present. 

Secretary Report: Approval of the August 10th, 2024, General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
 Dave Blasevik motioned to approve the August 10th, 2024, general membership minutes as written, Chris 

Armstrong seconded the motion, motion approved. 

Treasurer Report: The Treasurer presented the current financials as of December 31st, 2024. Current general fund is at 
$51,182, legal defense fund is $42,281, and education fund is $84,309 The CDs are at around $169,790 in those 
accounts. At the board meeting on 1/10/25 the board approved the MTA 2025 budget. 

 Dan Collins motioned to accept financial statement as presented Jim Wilson seconded; motion approved. 

Membership Report: President Fischer provided the following report from Jo McElmery: membership is continuing to 
grow. Our current membership is 1,916. If you know of members not receiving their magazine please get them in 
contact with Jo.  

Education: no report. 

Sustaining donor program: Denise Windschitl provided the following report: thank you everyone who has donated to 
the sustaining donor over the years. So far we have sold 47 of the 2025 patches and have sold previous years patches.  

Tanned Fur Project report: President Fischer provided the following report for Tim Caven: We are still seeing record 
interest from schools for traveling tanned fur sets. We were able to gift a few permanent sets of fur to some outstanding 
teachers this past year but now are missing a few species to have complete sets. Fur needed at this time includes skunk, 
badger, fisher and bobcats. Requests from 4-H groups is steadily on the rise.   

Legislative Report: Randy Goldenman provided the following report: due to construction down at the capitol we may 
not have a Trappers day at the capitol. We are still trying to get that in the works, please watch the website and 
Facebook page for updates. The last legislative session we came out of with no further restrictions to trapping. Thank 
you to everyone who calls and emails your representatives, it makes a huge difference. Please watch the MTA website 
and Facebook pages for updates during the legislative session.  

Legal Counsel: Gary Leistico provided the following update: Gary reiterated what randy had said, show up for trapper’s 
day, send your emails this is very important for the sport of trapping. When contacting legislators/representatives please 
be respectful, if you aren’t polite they won’t listen to what you have to say. In MN right now we have open jurisdiction 
on the lynx case, there is one reported lynx caught in a legal snare outside the lynx zone recently. 

DNR Report: no report. 

FTA Report: Dan Collins provided an update: the national rendezvous is July 25-27th in Spencer Iowa. Every year the FTA 
raffles a fur blanket, this year the winner is Chris Armstrong. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to 
Dan. The board has approved $2,500 to go to the FTA youth program.  
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NTA Report: no report. President Fischer shared with the membership this spot is currently vacant, if anyone is 
interested please reach out to Brian Fischer or Bert Highland. The board approved the following donations - $250 for the 
NTA kids cave and $4,800 for the youth programs. Indianan  

Education Raffle Report: no report. 

Legal Defense Banquet: Don McGaffey provided the following update: thank you to everyone who has donated and 
thank you to my committee members for all the help that goes into the banquet, this night would not go one without all 
the help. The money raised goes to any legal payments the MTA makes. Next year’s banquet is scheduled for January 
17th, 2026. 

2025 MTA Convention: no report. July 31st-August 2nd, 2025 in Wadena, MN. 

Representative/Senator Introductions: Representative Josh Heintzeman, Representative Dawn Gillman, Senator Nathan 
Wesenberg, and the MTA Lobbyist Tim Spreck made their introductions to the membership and provided their support 
for trapping. A discussion was held with the membership on the upcoming legislative session and how they support 
trapping. 

Event Awards:  
Largest Beaver tail: 1st-Allen Golden  20 1/4”, 2nd- Josh Campbell 19 7/8 ”, 3rd- Evan Rollofson 19 ¾  ”  
Longest Muskrat Tail: 1st-Greg Leaf 10 ½ ”,2nd-Dick Wilkin 10 ¼ ”, 3rd-Dan Nalezny 10 ¼ ” 
Heaviest Coon: 1st-Wayne Thompson 34.56 lbs 
Thank you to Schmitt Enterprises for donating the prizes. 
Pelt Handing Contest: Master Fur Handler-Bert Highland, 2nd-Brian Fischer, 3rd- Tim Alsleben. Thank you to 
anyone who submitted furs to the competition. Huge thank you to Cumberlands for donating the prizes to this 
competition. 

Reminders:   
Next General Membership meeting August 2nd, 2025 at Wadena County Fair Grounds in Wadena, MN 3:00 pm 

 Next Board Meeting March 1st, 2025 location & time TBD 
 
Tweety Highland motioned to adjourn meeting and Dan Collins seconded, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 
12:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Katelyn Willers, Secretary 


