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DRAFT 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Location: County Fair Grounds Wadena, MN 

Date:  August 2nd, 2025 
General Membership Meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by President Brian Fischer 
 
Welcome by President Fischer and introduction of the BOD/Staff 
 
President Remarks: Moment of silence for those passed in the past year. Thank you to our service people past and 
present. 

Secretary Report: Approval of the January 11th, 2025, General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
 Todd Roggenkamp motioned to approve the January 11th, 2025, general membership minutes as written, Bruce 

Lotti seconded the motion, motion approved. 

Treasurer Report: The Treasurer presented the current financials as of July 28, 2025. Current general fund is at $26,690, 
legal defense fund is $59,130, and education fund is $22,126 The CDs are at around $173,292 in those accounts.  

 Dennis Udovich motioned to accept financial statement as presented Todd Roggenkamp seconded; motion 
approved. 

Membership Report: Jo McElmery provided the following report – current members 1,987, Trappers Education Program 
has 87 new members. 

Education: No Report 

Sustaining donor program: Denise Windschitl provided the following report: 2025 patches have raised $3,040. Program 
total $30,186. 

Tanned Fur Project report: Tim Caven provided the following report: District Competition- District 1 and District 3, 
Officer of the Year-Blake Woolbrook. Recognized Matt Akerson for his service with MTA and as of Friday is a retired 
police officer. Individual Donor Winner with 408 muskrats, 53 beaver, 46 mink, 9 raccoon, 8 ermine, 4 otter, 3 marten & 
1 red fox - Michael Scheleen SR 

Legislative Report: Randy Goldenman provided the following report: no current action. 3-day check on snares, dog 
proof, start time are in the Bill that they will bring forward  

Legal Counsel: Gary Leistico provided the following update: there are no new legal issues that I have been made aware 
of directly impacting Minnesota. 

DNR Report: Brian read a thank you from DNR Office for the donation of furs to four offices. $3000 cost to association 

FTA Report: Dan Collins provided an update: they are raising affiliate dues. The 2026 Sportsman calendar is out, if 
interested please reach out. Trappers’ college is Sept 7-13th, 2025 in Indiana. Adventure auction is coming up in May 
watch the website for details. Rendezvous is August 5-8th, 2026 Macon, MO. 

NTA Report: Dan Greenwald provided a report: he attended the meetings and convention back in July. many states 
discussed seeing a decrease in grey fox. They also discussed the number one reason for trapping is for predator control, 
this led to the NTA making a change in their bylaws to allow a change in their membership, more information will be 
coming out shortly. Currently have 8,833 members, slightly down from last year. Next year convention is July 23-25, 
2026 Richmond Indiana, location for 2027 is in the works, looking into Tennessee. 

Education Raffle Report: Shawn Johnson provided the following report: Scholarships will be awarded to the following 
individuals Evan Rollofson from Barrett, MN $2,000 going for Environmental Studies. Wyatt Kauppi from East Bethel, MN 
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$1,500 going got Mechanical Engineering. Josiah Mueller from Isle, MN going for Agricultural Engineering. Delayna Rife 
from Foley, MN going for Wildlife Biology.  

Legal Defense Banquet: Don McGaffey provided the following update: Next year’s banquet is scheduled for January 17th, 
2026. Tickets are for sale 18 yrs and older due to rules/regulations no one under 18 can be present. $60 for a single 
ticket or $100 for a couple, please reach out to Katelyn Willers 218-820-5797. One change to our normal routine, meals 
choice is prime rib or breaded walleye. If you have any donations, please contact Don or another board member. 

2026 MTA Convention: no report. July 30th-August 1st, 2026 in Little Falls, MN. District 2 and District 6 will be the hosts. 

Event Awards:  
 Presidential Awards: Individual - Gary Jorgensen,  

Organization - Irontrail Trapping Supply 
Out of state supporter - Dunlap Lures and She Traps 
Legislative: Dennis Udovich 
MTA Education for 2025: Mac Hilburn 
Whos-Who: Buzz Neprud 
Hall of Fame: Todd Roggenkamp 
Trapper of the Year: Dewey Schmitz 
Youth Trapper of the Year: Cooper Boser 

 
Thank you read by Bert from Merlin Ladd’s family for the flowers. 
 
Reminders:   

Next General Membership meeting January 17th, 2025 Location TBD 11:00 a.m. 
 Next Board Meeting October 4th, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., location TBD. 
 
Tweety Highland motioned to adjourn meeting and Patty seconded, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 4:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Katelyn Willers, Secretary 


