@ Outlook

Male trapper of the year

From enk@arvig.net <enk@arvig.net>
Date Mon 5/19/2025 6:20 PM
To  Tyler Thompson <tylerthompson49@hotmail.com>

| will recuse myself from voting on this category. The nominee will obviously need to be in the dark as
well.

Thanks, let me know if it works in an email like this,

Eric

To the MTA awards selection committee;

| am writing this to nominate a very outstanding and worthy candidate for the male trapper of the year.

The gentleman | am nominating has trapped since he was a young man, starting out trapping with his dad. He
teamed up with a partner and focused on mink. Trapping ran deep in his blood from the very beginning!

He's not the least bit selfish with his knowledge. | met him in 2015, and he introduced me to the sport that
means so much to him. The wisdom that he holds and his willingness to share it with others is something
that should inspire all of us. Not only does he know the trade, he has the teaching capability to pass his
knowledge on to others. He has hosted a trapper education field day at his home for a number of years,
averaging 30-40 students of all ages every year. He has literally touched the lives of hundreds of trappers.

He has been very active within the MTA for over twenty years. Serving as co-director, director, two terms as
vice president, and currently serving on the committee for the LDF banquet. He has been very influential in
every capacity he has served in.

This trapper takes 2-3 weeks off his regular job to devote to his trap line, running from sunrise to sunset every
year. His focus is primarily canine and beaver, and it means the world to him to hit it hard and fast.

Now it gets personal. | was diagnosed with a very rare condition that required a tenacious and very high risk
surgery to prevent me from becoming paralyzed. Even with surgery | had a very real risk of paralysis. The
surgery was a success, but with the mobility and weight restrictions imposed on me, trapping in 2024 was
absolutely out of the question. | couldn’t carry equipment, let alone a 50 pound beaver. And the jarring of
pounding in a stake was hugely off the table. | was done before | got started.

Before the season started, this gentleman, knowing my predicament, came to me and informed me that |
WOULD be trapping this year. He was willing to give up half of his line to come trap MY line for as long as |
needed. | would ride with him and show him where to set and the details | wanted, and he would do the work.
He did this for me for two weeks with no compensation just to give a friend the opportunity to “trap”. About
the most precious gift a person can give is their time. We caught 55 coyotes, 35 fox, 40 coon, 24 skunk, 15
mink, 14 rats, 16 beaver, 5 otter, 2 fisher, 1 bobcat and a bear (which we released).

It is that spirit of selflessness and compassion, along with all of this gentleman’s contributions to the MTA
and the sport of trapping that |, Eric Maijala, respectfully nominate Duane (Dewey) Schmitz for the MTA male
trapper of the year.



