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General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Location: Morrison County Fair Grounds Little Falls, MN 

Date:  August 3rd, 2024 
 
 General Membership Meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by President Brian Fischer 
 
Welcome by President Fischer and introduction of the BOD/Staff 
 
President Remarks: Moment of silence for those passed in the past year. Thank you to our service people past and 
present. 

Secretary Report: Approval of the January 13th, 2024, General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
 Buzz Neprud motioned to approve the January 13th, 2024, general membership minutes as written, Bruce Lotti 

seconded the motion, motion approved. 

Treasurer Report: The Treasurer presented the current financials as of July 22nd, 2024. Current general fund is $36,752, 
legal defense fund is $43,546, and education fund is $83,495 The CDs are at around $165,714 in those accounts. 

 Bruce Lottie motioned to accept financial statement Tweety Highland seconded; motion approved. 

Membership Report: Jo McElmery provided the following update: as of August 1st 2024, our membership was at 1,837 
and as of August 3rd, 2024 our membership is at 1,906.  

Youth education: No report. President Brian Fischer thanked all the kids who participated in the beginning trapper 
program this weekend, this was one of our largest turnouts. Approximately a dozen trapper’s certifications have been 
done this convention. 

Sustaining donor program: President Brian Fischer provided the following update for Denise and Leon Windschitl. As of 
August 1st, 2024 we’ve sold 87 patches for a total raised $2,175, old patches sold this year have raised $2,406. Since the 
program started in 2017, we’ve raised $26,271. 

Tanned Fur Project report: Tim Caven provided the following update: the district competition winner is District 3 and 
the runner up is District 2. Conservation officer of the year goes to District 2 Demo Regas and runner up District 8 Meng 
Moua. The individual competition top fur donor of the year is Brian Fischer, runner up Rick Olson, 3rd Richard Copa, 4th 
Gary Peters, 5th Terry McElmery, 6th John Banicki, 7th Andy Shoemaker, 8th Bert Highland, 9th Dewey Schmitz, 10th Tim 
Alsleben. 

Legal Counsel: Gary Leistico provided the following update: Gary gave an update on the significant litigations going on in 
New Mexico, Montana and Colorado. This legislative session has been very busy. Trappers’ day at the capitol was low on 
numbers, this is a very important thing for trappers to participate in and talk with their legislators on the sport of 
trapping. Join the NTA, FTA and your state organizations. Continue talking with your legislators and informing them on 
trapping, the more people they here from the better.   

Legislative Report: Randy Goldenman provided the following update: we are very fortunate we came out of this 
legislative session coming out with no new restrictions to trapping. There are a lot of legislators that are pro trapping, 
they like to hear from the trappers. It would be great to have more emails sent to your legislators during the legislative 
session to show support for trapping and help educate the legislators on the sport, especially on bills that will affect 
trapping rights. It’s important to show the unity of trappers in the state. Please watch the MTA website and Facebook 
pages for updates during the legislative session.  
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DNR Report: Jason Abraham provided the following update: few regulations changes coming up, otter season will run 
through May 15th. There will be a southern fisher/martin season. The apprentice trapper validation will be available 
now. The fisher/martin registration will be 24 hours after the close of the season. Please visit the DNR website or the 
regulations book for more information on these updates 

FTA Report: Dan Collins provided an update: the FTA has been really busy this past year working on litigations going on 
around the country. Building relationships with other like-minded organizations is huge, it’s good to talk with other 
organizations and how trapping/predator control can help the populations with other outdoor sports. The FTA is starting 
a YouTube channel, working on putting out correct trapping information for the public. Next year’s rendezvous is July 
25-27, 2025 Spencer Iowa. Dan handed out a sponsorship certificate to the MTA. Dan handed out a certificate of 
appreciation to Schmitt Enterprises.  

NTA Report: no report. 

Education Raffle Report: no report. Brenda Jindra gave a brief update, as of August 2, 2024 we have $97,310 in sales. 

Legal Defense Banquet: Don McGaffey provided the following update: I want to thank Dale for all his years of chairing 
this position. A lot of work goes into this event, Dale will still be helping but has stepped down as the chairman. If you 
have any donations please reach out to Don. For tickets call Katelyn Jindra 218-820-5797. 

2025 MTA Convention: July 31st-August 2nd, 2025 in Wadena, MN. 

Event Awards:  
Presidential Awards: Schmitt Enterprises Inc. and Jo McElmury 
MTA Education Award 2024: Bill Ruhland 
Who’s-who: Shawn Johnson 
Hall of Fame: Dan Nelezy 
Trapper of the Year: Keith Friedsam 
Legislative Award: Randy Goldenman 
Youth Trapper of the Year: Daniel Kreidermacher 

Reminders:   
Next General Membership meeting January 11th, 2025 at Forestview Middle School in Baxter, MN 11:00am 

 Next Board Meeting October 5th, 2024 in Brainerd, MN time TBD 
 
Ken Olson motioned to adjourn meeting and Bill Ruhlund seconded, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 4:12 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Katelyn Jindra, Secretary 


