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The MTA is a non-profit sporting organlzatlon_%ﬁbhsmd:—
in January 1959 for the sole purpose of R —————

"helping toperpetuate the nation's oldest
industry-the fur trade.”

———
Conservation, Education, a,_’QIIIIeachd

are just as foundational in fulfilling this mission: toda¥43~they
were over sixty years ago.

If you seek additional information on modern trapping and-the Work i
and mission of the MTA you are welcome to Visit ourswebsite = =
www.mntrappers.org and read Trapping — Toéay and Tomorrow;’t_:’;g#
and download various single-subject _pamphIEFs regarding

trapping available at no charge. :

Legislative antacts
Gary Leistico 763 2725827 qle}stlco@lelstlco sch.com
Tim Spreck 651 387 233&t|m.spreck@gm'



http://www.mntrappers.org/
mailto:gleistico@leisticoesch.com

Conservation

Trappers have a long tradition of being on the front lines of conservation
efforts promoting sustainability. Trappers and wildlife biologists work together
to monitor the health of furbearer populations. With input and assistance from
trappers, scientific studies and population models are created that ensure
furbearers are managed properly and healthy populations continue to thrive.

The MTA’s 'Fisher and Marten Habitat Enhancement Project' is financed
and administered by the Association the first of its kind by a private
organization in the United States. This Project provides supplemental nesting
structures used by pine martens and to lesser degree fishers, in areas where
extensive logging and land use changes have negatively impacted old-
growth forest habitats crucial for successfully rearing young. Over one
thousand "nest boxes" have been distributed to conservation-minded
individuals and organizations for placement in northern portions of our State.

-‘«’:..:; - } l“ ” "%’_J. : . . 09 :
MTA Marten/Fisher Nest Box Bobcat Research Studies

MTA Trappers Support

Land Access and Acquisition
Wildlife Habitat Restoration / Improvement
Government and Independent Furbearer Research
Prey Density Sampling / Monitoring and Related Research
*Special Concern *Threatened *Endangered Species Research Assistance



Trappers Are Partners in Conservation

=8 Delta Waterfowl Foundation is a North American non-
£ | profit organization operating in both Canada and the
4 United States whose stated mission is "To provide
d knowledge, leaders, and science-based solutions that
o efficiently conserve waterfowl and secure the future of
1 waterfowl hunting." Delta's research biologists have
conducted extensive studies on predator control's

impact on waterfowl nesting success rates and have concluded.

“Predator Management is the most cost-effective waterfowl management
available to increase duck production.”

We all understand that there is an optimum carrying capacity for all wildlife
within any given amount of quality habitat. Habitats continue to shrink and
without an active trapping component, the balance between predator and prey
can easily be upset to the detriment of both. Trapping is the most effective, and
in some cases the only practical means to remove such predators in any number
to have a significant impact. An active trapping component in wildlife
management plans can also assist in promoting wildlife diversity in an ever-
changing and shrinking habitat landscape. Trapping directly benefits hunters of
upland game, waterfowl, and big game increasing their potential success in the
field. Livestock, crop, and other property damage losses can be reduced by
vigorous, consistent annual fur harvest through trapping. The potential of
massive disease outbreaks in wildlife populations is reduced as a consequence
as well as the transmission to domestic animals they routinely come in contact
with.

Raccoon in a Duck Nest Box



Education

The importance of education in seeking to fulfill our core mission as an
Association is vital. We have embraced the responsibility to guide and mentor
the next generation of fur trappers as well as share the importance of trapping
in our day with members of the non-trapping public. MTA members routinely
host information booths at county fairs, sporting events, and other venues to
freely engage with the local community. We regularly dialog with other
sporting organizations and outdoor enthusiasts with the sole intention of
fostering mutual respect and understanding.

Minnesota Trapper Education Program

MTA initiated legislative action to require all first-time trappers to complete
the Minnesota Trapper Education Program coursework to be eligible to
purchase a Minnesota trapping license. This became a State law in
2007 and was implemented in 2008. The MTA administers and
completely finances the Minnesota Trapper Education Program. The
Program coursework exposes the student to study a broad range of
trapping-related topics, with a strong focus on ethics, laws, and personal
responsibility in addition to trapping techniques and proper fur
handling. In response to demand, both a correspondence course
type option, as well as an online version, are available which allows
prospective trappers to complete the traditional "classroom portion” of
instruction remotely including the final exam. Traditional sit-down class
opportunities for certification are also offered annually across the State in
response to demand in September.
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Regardless of the route, all students are required to participate in an “In Field
Training” component as well to complete the certification required for State
licensure. In the first ten years alone, MTA certified more than five thousand
trappers at absolutely no cost to the student or taxpayer. This is an impressive
number for an entire staff of volunteer instructors.

MTA members are committed to starting the next generation of trappers on
the right foot to ensure furbearers are harvested in an ethical, respectful
manner.




Modern Day Trappers

Trapping today is highly regulated by State law to assure all
wildlife populations remain sustainable. Trapping seasons are limited to
encourage harvest when fur animals are approaching “prime” when fur
achieves its densest state and is marketable therefore trappers must
work in harsh weather conditions. As a consequence, modern traps and
techniqgues have evolved in response to both efficiency and animal
welfare concerns. Selectivity and ease of release of animals are of
primary importance. The often-portrayed use of imaginary oversized
toothed traps in cartoons and other media at times is intentional
anti-trapping propaganda with no resemblance to modern trap designs
currently in use today. Modern foothold traps have often been used by
game departments to respectfully capture rare or endangered species
unharmed so those animals could be relocated elsewhere. This would
not be possible if foothold traps functioned as so commonly claimed.

Foothold Bodygrip

Modern traps consist of four general types: foothold traps, body-grip, box
or cage traps, and cable snares. Each type is best suited for specific target
species under specific circumstances. Modern traps and methods allow for
a great deal of selectivity. Foothold traps are used across the board for
several species but have their limitations as well in response to changing
weather conditions. Body-grip traps are more dependable but are limited in
their effectiveness for several species. Snares although adaptable to
changing weather conditions are simply ineffective for many species. Box
traps also referred to as live traps, can safely capture target animals around
homes and businesses, but are not practical nor effective for many
furbearer species.



There is no “perfect trap” for all circumstances, so the utilization of all types is
essential in effectively managing furbearer populations.

Box/Cage Trap Cable Snare

7~ Wwild fur is a sustainable, environmentally friendly, renewable, )
natural resource. Fur harvesters proactively control furbearer
populations during the short window of the season when fur is
in its optimum condition. This allows the raw material to be utilized
for many products in today’s society. Wild fur provides beauty
\_ while providing a functional, superior material. Y,

Animal Damage Control

Overpopulation of fur-bearing animals inevitably causes conflicts with
humans and can inflict substantial damage to land, livestock, roads,
property, pets, and crops. Predation of livestock and pets is a common
occurrence. This causes not only the grief of loss for a pet owner but also
a substantial economic loss for livestock producers which is passed on to
the consumer in higher priced goods. In states where fur trapping has
been banned or severely restricted, animal populations and conflicts have
predictably soared. Fur trappers provide a great service to the public by
assisting in controlling animal populations that would otherwise go
unchecked. Without the contribution of fur trappers, the removal of such
animals must still occur, but this work is usually done by animal damage
control businesses for a fee charged to the property owner and/or
taxpayers. Nuisance animal fur is unsalvageable when taken outside the
regular trapping seasons which is also an unfortunate reality.



Aces of Corn Destroyed by Raccoon Foaging

Economic Impact

Wild fur provides recreation and income for thousands of Americans annually.
The economic impact is not just in the form of income but also assisting in
alleviating potential property damage. The cost of not trapping is staggering
for both the public and private sectors. Fur harvesting makes economic sense
for private landowners and municipalities because it's usually done at no
additional expense during the natural course of annual fur trapping seasons.

Disease Control

Transmission of diseases such as giardiasis (beaver fever),
leptospirosis, rabies, distemper, Lyme, and more in addition to parasites
like roundworms and sarcoptic mange can prove dangerous to the health
of pets as well as people in some exposure circumstances. Wild animals
are routinely plagued with these except dreaded rabies which is
uncommon today however unchecked wildlife populations can exasperate
these conditions for exposure. Stable and healthy wildlife populations
maintained by an active trapping component benefit all.

An American Heritage

The international fur trade was one
of the main driving forces to explore
and eventually settle what would
one day become the United States.
Not surprisingly, the discovery of
new fur harvesting opportunities in
the Minnesota territories had a =& g &
similar outcome. Fur harvesting is " @7 et .o K .
one of the nation’s oldest industries and this tradition is thriving to this day in
the lives of hundreds of thousands of American families.

“Modern-day trapping is highly regulated by law, safe, ethical, and essential.”
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