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Regulations Handbook 

Trapping is Regulated by Law

The sport of modern fur trapping is strictly 
regulated by laws, limits, and seasons. The 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(MNDNR) is responsible to assure all 
furbearer populations remain self-sustaining 
for future generations. Fur trapping doesn’t 
occur during summer months but only when 
furs are approaching a “prime state," a 
relatively short window of opportunity as 
fur density gradually peaks before rapidly 
declining. This is the time fur pelts are most 
suitable for use in hats, coats, gloves and as 
"trimming" on hoods, cuffs, and collars of 
outdoor clothing. Licensing requirements, 
fur trapping seasons, trap tending, bag 
limits, methods of takings as well as 
requiring trapper identification information 
be attached to every trap or snare are all 
legally mandated by MNDNR and 
enforceable under law. A summary of these 
and many other rules/regulations on 
furbearers are contained in the Minnesota 
Hunting     and     Trapping      Regulations 

Handbook published on an annual basis by 
the State and provided free of charge. 
Trappers are Dedicated Conservationists 

Trappers vigorously support commonsense 
conservation efforts promoting furbearer 
population sustainability and healthy 
habitats for all wildlife.  With input and 
assistance from trappers, studies are 
conducted, and population models created 
that ensure furbearers are managed properly 
and healthy populations continue to thrive. 
Trappers and wildlife management 
professionals all share a common passion in 
ensuring healthy, sustainable animal 
populations and quality habitats for all 
native wildlife.  The trapper’s collective 
financial contribution is not insignificant. In 
addition to licensing revenue directly from 
the sale of small game hunting licenses, 
trapping licenses, ATV, snowmobile and 
watercraft license fees, trappers financially 
support many other worthwhile 
organizations promoting these activities as 
well. 

 Paul Kapfer Bobcat Study 
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Wildlife Research Advocacy

Researchers routinely seek out trappers for 
their technical expertise in effective live 
capture techniques for fur-bearer subjects of 
study. Trappers also assist researchers in 
specific studies in collecting specified fur-
bearer carcasses used to assess the 
prevalence of parasites, diseases and to 
monitor the overall health and age class of 
fur-bearers harvested. 

Steve Loch Canada Lynx Research in NE MN 

“Steve Loch (1949-2016) was the man 

responsible for discovering lynx/bobcat 

hybrids were being naturally produced in 

the wild. Steve was a lifetime member of 

the Minnesota Trappers Association.”

Hybridization of Canada lynx with 
Bobcats in Minnesota  
As part of ongoing lynx research, USDA 
Forest Service research scientists have 
discovered through DNA analysis of hair and 
tissue samples evidence of hybridization 
between the bobcat and Canada lynx in the 
wild. This is the first time this has been 
documented. 
Based on the analysis of available hair 
samples collected in the National Lynx 
Survey, we have found no other occurrences 
of hybridization between the species. 
Three separate samples of animals confirmed 
as lynx/bobcat hybrids were collected in 
northeastern Minnesota. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/wildlife/carnivore/Lynx/
ConsStrat.htm 

Canada lynx-bobcat hybridization was first 
documented in 3 of 20 lynx in northeastern 
Minnesota through genetic analysis of hair 
and scat samples. Lynx-bobcat hybrids were 
also detected in Maine and New Brunswick 
from samples collected from 1986 to 2003. All 
hybrids were the offspring of male bobcats 
and female lynx. Hybrids were capable of 
reproducing successfully based on 
observations of a hybrid female lynx with 3 
kittens, and placental scars in the 
reproductive tract of another hybrid.
https://www.fs.fed.us/biology/resources/pubs/
wildlife/LCAS_revisedAugust2013.pdf

 

 

MTA Trappers Support 

Land Access and Acquisition Projects 
Wildlife Habitat Restoration / Improvement Projects 
Government and Independent Furbearer Research 

Prey Density Sampling / Monitoring and Related Research 
*Special Concern *Threatened *Endangered Species Research Assistance

https://www.fs.fed.us/biology/resources/pubs/wildlife/LCAS_revisedAugust2013.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/biology/resources/pubs/wildlife/LCAS_revisedAugust2013.pdf
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MTA Marten and Fisher Habitat 

Enhancement Project  

This Project was initiated by the 
Association in 2010. It is exclusively 
financed and administered by the MTA, the 
first of its kind by a private organization in 
the United States. The Project is responsible 
for providing supplemental nesting 
structures predominately used by pine 
martens and to a lesser degree fisher, in 
areas where extensive logging and land-use 
changes have negatively impacted old 
growth forest habitats crucial for 
successfully rearing young. As of 2019, 
nearly 1000 “nest boxes” have been built 
and distributed to conservation minded 
individuals and organizations for placement 
in northern portions of our State. 

MN Pine Marten Peers Down 

 

 
 Marten Nest Box

Marten Nest Box

MTA routinely works with youth organizations and 
clubs within our communities seeking public 
service opportunities. Scouts, 4H, FFA along with 
fellow outdoor sporting groups have offered 
support in the assembly and placement of nest 
boxes in the northern portions of our State. 

If your group might have an interest in assisting 
us in our conservation efforts, please contact 
MTA for additional information. 
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Waterfowl Predation 

Furbearer Population Management

Furbearing predators obviously have a taste 
for game birds and other game as well. 
When a consistent balance is achieved 
between predators and prey all species 
flourish however, when predator numbers 
are left uncontrolled over time they can 
have a much greater impact on suppressing 
small game population recovery. These 
challenges are  compounded as land use 
issues and urban sprawl continue to shrink 
suitable habitats available for wildlife. If 
left exclusively to natural consequences, 

predator numbers will continue to increase 
for a time until they ultimately over-utilize 
the dwindling prey base which can no 
longer sustain significant numbers of 
predator offspring. If predators don’t have 
access to habitats with adequate prey 
densities by disbursing to alternate areas, 
starvation and diseases become prevalent. 
As a result, stable populations of both prey 

as well as predators will take many 

years to rebound and the cycle begins 

again. An active trapping component can 

significantly reduce extremes in these 

otherwise naturally occurring cycles of 

boom and bust to the benefit of all. 

Benefits of Trapping 

Trapping directly benefits hunters of all 
game species ultimately increasing their 
potential success in the field. Livestock, 
crop, and other property damage losses can 
also be reduced by vigorous, consistent 
annual fur harvest through trapping. The 
potential of massive disease outbreaks in 
wildlife populations is reduced consequently 
as well as the transmission to domestic 
animals they routinely encounter. 

   Trapping Benefits All Hunters 
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Heritage and Legacy are words that are tossed about a great deal these days… 

MTA members appreciate the heritage and history of fur trapping in Minnesota. 

We accept and embrace the responsibility of ensuring this proud legacy thrives into 

the future. 

Field Training Session Muskrat Trapping  Field Training Session Predator Trapping 

MN Trapper Education Program 

The MTA initiated legislative action to 
require all first-time trappers to complete the 
Minnesota Trapper Education Program 
coursework to be eligible to purchase a 
Minnesota trapping license. This became a 
State law in 2008 and was fully 
implemented in 2009. The MTA administers 
and completely finances the Minnesota 
Trapper Education Program. The Program 
coursework exposes the student to study a 
broad range of trapping related topics, with a 
strong focus on ethics, laws, and personal 
responsibility    in    addition    to    trapping 

techniques and proper fur handling. Both a 

correspondence course type option, as well as 

an online version, are available which allows 

prospective trappers options to complete the 

traditional  "classroom portion" of 

instruction remotely including the final exam. 

Traditional sit-down class opportunities for 

certification are also offered annually across 

the State in  response to demand generally in 

September. Regardless of the route, all 

students are required to participate in an “In 

Field  Training” component as well to 

complete the certification required for State 

licensure.  
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Field Training Session Under Ice Beaver Trapping 

In ten short years, MTA has certified 
nearly five thousand trappers at absolutely 
no cost to the student or taxpayer. This is 
an impressive number for an entire staff of 
volunteer instructors in a private 
organization.  

MTA trapping instructors are committed to 
starting the next generation of trappers on the 
right foot to ensure furbearers are harvested 
ethically and respectfully. 

Field Training Session Mink Pelting/Boarding Station 
Field Training Session Beaver Pelting/Boarding Station 

  Field Training Session Open Water Trapping Techniques 
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Community Outreach 

MTA members routinely man information 
booths at county fairs, sporting events, and 
other venues to freely engage with the local 
community. We regularly dialog with other 
sporting organizations and outdoor 
enthusiasts with the desire to build bridges 
and foster mutual respect and understanding. 

Trapping Information Booth 

Trapping Talk with Fellow Sporting Groups 

Conventions and More 

MTA’s education and outreach efforts also 
extend to our annual conventions held in 
various locations across the State. Trapping 
technique demonstrations hosted by some of 
the most proficient trappers in our nation are 
continuously offered free of charge in 
addition to fur handling and fur marketing 
techniques. Every imaginable type of 
trapping equipment and expert advice on the 
subject is readily available. Beginner Trapper 
Connection (BTC) programs are provided to 
give interested individuals of any age a taste 
of what the sport is all about. BTC fosters 
and encourages relationships with equipment 
vendors that can provide practical guidance. 

 
 

 

 

 

Interested? 
Might your school, class, club or organization be interested in hosting a trapping or 

furbearer presentation or discussion group at no cost?   Scheduling at least three weeks 
in advance is preferred. Invitations are much more difficult to accommodate on short 

notice or during the active trapping season so please plan your requests. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

www.mntrappers.org 
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Furbearer Wildlife Education  

Association educators are encouraged to 

accept invitations to give presentations at 

schools for the benefit of students studying 

biology, wildlife, environmental education 

and the history of the fur trade in Minnesota. 

High School Trapping Presentation 

MTA Tanned Fur Collection 

Wild fur is a natural sustainable, 

environmentally friendly, 

renewable, resource. Trappers 

annually harvest furbearers during 

the short window of opportunity 

during late fall and early winter 

when furs are in optimum 

condition. This raw material is 

utilized in long lasting outdoor 

wear. 

 Wild fur provides not only beauty 

but the superior warmth of a 

NATURAL product in contrast to 

those manufactured from artificial 

man-made materials.  

MTA Tanned Fur Project for Education

The Tanned Fur Project (for Education) is a 
program that provides an assortment of 
professionally tanned/dressed furbearer pelts to 
educational institutions and other worthy 
organizations free of charge to introduce the 
public to the beauty and value of Minnesota’s 
fur resources.

When inventories are sufficient, all fifteen 
harvestable furbearer species from 
Minnesota are included. The opportunity to 
see, and touch these furs provides a far 
richer experiential context to any 
discussion of the fur trade. Raw pelts for 
this outreach program are obtained from 
trappers and donated to the cause. Also, 
MN DNR Enforcement Division 
conservation officers also donate several 
surrendered/confiscated raw pelts for 
educational use. In turn, these unfinished 
pelts are professionally tanned/dressed 
permanently preserving them for long-term 
use. Pelt collections are generally loaned to 
schools and organizations short term. In 
unique circumstances collections are also 
placed for educational use permanently.
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MTA Fur Banner 

Furbearer Revealed 

Modern Traps- Tools of the Trade 

Trapping equipment must consistently 
operate in some of the most challenging and 
inhospitable working conditions nature 
provides. In response, modern traps and 
trapping techniques have continuously 
improved to address both efficiency and 
animal welfare concerns. Five classes of 
capture devices are generally represented in a 
modern trapper’s “toolbox.” Footholds, body-
grippers, snares, and live box /cage traps. 
Each class is ideally suited for targeting 
specific circumstances. Species selectivity 
can be narrowed by the type and size of trap 
used, the use or absence of attractors, the 
placement of the trap and of greatest 
influence, the specific location of the trap set. 

Modern Coil Spring Foothold Trap 

Foothold Traps 

Foothold traps are probably the most versatile 
and their use can be adapted to effectively 
catch furbearers of all types under the proper 
conditions. However, footholds are less 
dependable  when  left  exposed  to  cycles  of 

MTA Fur Banners 

Lifting the species sample reveals a 
photograph identifying the animal. These 
banners may be loaned or gifted to 
institutions/organizations as well. For 
additional information on obtaining these 
resources, please contact MTA Education 
Coordinator.
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freeze/thaw snow/rain if sets are not 

regularly adjusted and maintained. At times, 

daily alterations become necessary for 

footholds to function reliably in such 

conditions. The use of footholds is also 

limited as trap sets not capable of drowning 

the animal must be tended at least once each 

calendar day in Minnesota as footholds are 

designed simply to restrain the target animal 

by the paw until the trapper arrives. Since fur 

animals are most active in the hours between 

dawn and dusk the time a trapped animal 

spends there is generally of short duration. 

Should a domestic dog be accidentally 

caught the potential for any serious injury is 

also quite slim and dogs can be simply 

released from footholds while exercising 

due caution when dealing with a frightened 

animal that may bite. 

Modern foothold traps not only serve to 

catch furbearers to harvest but are also 

regularly utilized by game departments to 

efficiently and respectfully capture rare or 

endangered mammals that are particularly 

wary and not reliably caught with other 

types of traps. Foothold traps are at times 

the only suitable device for capturing these 

animals for research studies and/or 

relocation projects. Obviously, if modern 

foothold traps looked and functioned as 

they have routinely been misrepresented in 
the public sphere, they would be completely 
unsuitable for such service. 

Body-Grip Trap 

Body-Grip Traps 

Body-grip traps are often generically albeit 
incorrectly referred to as “conibear traps” so 
named after Canadian trapper Frank 
Conibear who developed the basic design in 
the 1950’s specifically for beaver. Smaller 
models were gradually introduced to take 
other furbearers as well. These traps are 
entirely distinct in design and function from 
the common foothold trap which most people 
are at least somewhat familiar with. In 
contrast to the foothold which is tripped by 
an animal stepping on the pan in the center of 
the trap and being held fast by the paw, body-
grips are designed to catch the fur animal 
while it is attempting to pass through the 
trap. The trap is activated when stiff trigger 
wires are moved releasing the jaws to clamp 
down on the body of the animal quickly and 
forcefully. Furbearers are generally gripped 
across the neck and chest.  Unlike footholds 
which are designed to simply hold a live 
animal, body grips are designed to quickly 
dispatch the trapped animal. 
Contrary to the belief of many, body-grippers 
were not designed to put an animal down by 
breaking the animal’s neck but rather, a 
combination of striking force and clamping 
action. Body-grips are especially suitable for 
taking    water    animals    such   as   beavers, 

The portrayed use of dangerous, 

oversized toothed traps is simply an 

urban legend and unfortunately is 

in some cases, deliberate anti-

trapping propaganda. 

These fictional creations have little 

resemblance in appearance or 

functionality with any modern trap 

currently in use today. 
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muskrats, and otters and to a lesser extent 
mink. They can be set either completely 
submerged underwater, partially submerged 
and even under the ice and remain reliably 
functional. They can also be used for taking 
small to medium sized land animals when 
responsibly utilized.  
Unlike the ease at which animals can be 

reliably released from foothold traps, 

Body-grips must be set with caution as any 

potential of a pes being accidentally caught 

must be considered at all times. Such risks 

can be substantially reduced primarily by 

responsible choices in trap set locations. 

Trap size choice, attractors used, the use of 

elevated and enclosure sets whenever 

practical substantially reduce the chances 

of a domestic pet ever reaching the trap. 

State law restricts the use of larger sized 

body-grips to water sets only and medium 

sized traps have restrictions on their use as 

well to limit potential exposure to pets. 

Raccoon, opossum, skunk, marten, and 

fisher are the land species most regularly 

taken in them. To a much lesser degree, 

bobcats are taken within the confines of 

current Minnesota trapping regulations. 

Special restrictions on the use of medium 

sized grippers are in effect in a portion of 

Northeast Minnesota Arrowhead region 

and the remainder of the State has restrict-

ions regarding use on public vs private land 

as well. Canids such as red foxes, grey 

foxes and coyotes are not regularly targeted 

with body-grip type traps due to their 

cautious nature.  

Canids as a group, are generally reluctant to 

approach anything suspicious. 

Cable Snares 

Modern cable snares are a passive trapping 

device that relies on an animal attempting to 

pass through it to activate the locking 

mechanism which gradually closes the loop 

as the animal moves forward.  

In contrast to visions of primitive looped vines 

springing to attach themselves to the foot of 

jungle beasts and nefarious bad guys, hoisting 

them into the air suspended upside down as in 

the old Tarzan films, modern snares thankfully, 

do none of these things. 

 Modern Cable Snare

But although simple in principle, they can 

be extremely selective and effective 

when properly placed and implemented. The 

speed at which the evolution of the modern 

snare has been refined and improved over 

the past fifty years is simply astounding and 

a testimony to the diligent trappers that 

continually strive to improve their tools 

by experimentation and modification. 

Snares can be made or purchased in a variety 

of cable diameters and braids, locks can 

either be positive locking, break away, or 

relaxing, inline swivels, terminal end 

swivels, support collars, self-supporting 

etc…  

The options available to the trapper today 

are varied and can be custom made to 

order to address personal preferences 

and specific requirements necessary for 

legal compliance with State law. 
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In Minnesota, any snare set not capable of 

drowning the caught animal must be tended 

at least once each calendar day.  

Cable diameter, the distance of the loop 

from the surface, the diameter of the loop 

are all dictated by State law with some 

additional regional restrictions in the 

Minnesota Arrowhead area. 

Regulations dictating where snares may be 

placed are spelled out for different areas of 

the State. Trappers in the southern portions 

of Minnesota are confined to private lands 

only with some specific limitations as well 

while public land snaring is acceptable in 

the northern portions of the State.  

 

 

 

 

Regardless of the specific location, like traps 
all snares must have trapper identification 
information attached to each. Be certain to 
consult the most current MN Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Handbook for specific 
details before placing traps or snares in 
Minnesota. 
The potential risk of injury posed to 
domestic dogs caught accidentally in snares 
is actually quite slim. Unlike wild canids 
that fight against a snare, domestic dogs 
generally struggle very little and simply sit 
and await the trapper or dog owner to 
release them uninjured.   

All snare locks function in basically the 
same manner a combination of angle and 
friction of the lock against the cable which 
prevents the loop from backing off and 
reopening. By simply gripping the snare lock 
with one hand and twisting it slightly in the 
direction of the cable threaded through it will 
allow the lock to slide opening the loop. 
Beavers provide the most options for snare 
sets as they can be consistently taken on dry 
ground in their trails that lead to the water, in 
sets partially or completely submerged 
underwater and even in sets under the ice.  
Dry sets targeting beaver during the fur 
harvesting season are generally a rarity in 
Minnesota, but this tactic is employed to a 
much larger extent in beaver damage control 
work during the off-season. 
Most snares are set with the intention of 
catching the animal around the neck and 
dispatching it rather than merely restraining 
the animal.  Raccoon and beavers are the 
exception as they are generally caught 
behind the front shoulders. As a result, 
unless taken in water sets designed to drown 
they must be dispatched by the trapper.  
However, snares are being manufactured that 
are designed to be non-lethal and generally 
referred to as “cable restraints” equipped 
with relaxing lock styles that “loosen up” 
when the caught animal ceases to struggle 
against it.  These cable restraints are set in 
such a manner to eliminate entanglement of 
cable which may otherwise prove fatal.  
Although other fur animals can be legally 
and effectively taken in snares set on dry 
ground, raccoon, foxes, coyotes, and bobcats 
are the most targeted. Snares can be 
effectively employed throughout the entire 
trapping season but are generally the most 
efficient for taking animals that remain 
active throughout the winter months. 

Break Away Devices (BADS) ? 

As the name implies, break away devices 
can be incorporated into snare designs which 
allow the snare loop to disconnect from the 

locking mechanism when a prescribed 
breaking stress has been exerted on the 

snare. BADS are constructed with the goal of 
holding the intended target while increasing 

the probability that any deer or domestic 
livestock that accidentally catches itself will in 

effect self- release. 
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Snares offer an effective and reasonable 

alternative to other types of traps during 

this time and require extraordinarily little 

maintenance once placed apart from an odd 

mid-winter rain or excessive snowfall.  

When foothold traps do not reliably 

function without considerable maintenance 

and body-grips are generally ineffective as 

in the case of foxes and coyotes, snares 

allow the trapper to continue to harvest 

animals in the harshest most challenging 

conditions.  

Live Traps 

The last class of traps are comprised of 
those that don’t comfortably fit into any 
other category adequately. The majority of 
these are generally referred to as “live 
traps” although footholds and certain snare 
applications can properly be referred to as 
live traps as well this group includes box 
type traps, cage traps and “paw 
encapsulating traps” commonly referred to 
as Dog proofs or DP’s.  

Of the categories introduced most are 
somewhat familiar with box traps or cage 
traps. This group includes  everything  from 

homemade wood boxes with customized 

triggering systems to plastic and steel barrel 

traps with drop down “guillotine” type doors to 

the commercially available cage type live traps 

so commonly used by suburban homeowners to 

remove that pesky raccoon that keeps raiding 

the backyard bird feeder. 

Raccoon Raiding Bird feeder 

As far as fur trapping is concerned, this type 
of trap has limitations. First, only certain 
species will consistently be caught in this type. 
Not surprisingly, foxes and coyotes generally 
refuse attempting to enter them unless 
weakened by extreme hunger or disease that 
dulls their natural wariness. Grey foxes are the 
general exception to the rule as they are 
somewhat more daring and adventurous in 
personality and will work sets made with these 
traps more enthusiastically than their canid 
counterparts. Bobcats are also known to work 
this type of sets providing there are 
stimulating enough visual attractors and 
tempting scents to convince them to enter the 
door. When targeting bobcats, the height of 
the opening seems to be the determining factor 
of whether or not they will enter the trap with 
the precise width being less critical. 
Raccoon, skunks and opossums are the species 
most eager to enter this type of trap and be 

      Cage Type Live Trap 
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caught however, if setting these traps in 

sensitive areas such as lawns, gardens, 

cemeteries etc. it is advisable to place 

something under the trap to prevent raccoon 

and skunks from ripping up any ground 

within reach when confined. A small sheet 

of plywood or paneling extending past the 

edges of the cage for about six inches or so 

should ensure the grass remains intact.   

Although cage traps no doubt have a niche 

to fill among the trapper’s tools specifically 

in areas where the risk of catching a pet are 

potentially high, the large size, bulk, weight, 

and potential for theft not to mention the 

substantial purchase make them impractical 

for widespread use on a working trapline. 

However, all agree their use in nuisance 

wildlife work is essential. 

Dog Proof Traps 

Specialized traps for taking raccoon have 
been around for many years but nothing has 
even come close to the way paw 
encapsulating foothold traps commonly 
referred to as Dog Proofs or DP’s have been 
embraced by trappers across the nation. In 
brief, the trap is tube shaped  and the opening

just the proper diameter for a raccoon’s paw to 
enter. Unlike common foothold traps, very little 
effort is extended to camouflage the trap from 

the intended target as most high-volume 

raccoon trappers believe that the trap itself is a 

visual attractor that entices the raccoon to 

investigate. However, some trappers choose to 

camouflage the traps somewhat by dyeing the 

outer surface or painting them to be less 

noticeable. Less noticeable to trap thieves and 

potential trap set meddlers that is.  

A small portion of bait is hidden in the bottom 

of the trap and the trap is sprung only when an 

animal is successful in reaching into the tube to 

seal the bait offering. Both push and pull 

triggering systems are currently available to the 

public and distinct preferences exist among 

commercial raccoon trappers. 

These traps are small lightweight and obviously 

as the common name suggests, virtually dog 

proof as well as coyote proof, badger proof etc. 

The species selectivity of this trap is 

impressive. Since the only way to spring the 

trap is for the animal to be capable of reaching 

in the tube and activating the trigger by 

grasping it, only a select number of fur animals 

are consistently caught in these traps. 

The advantages offered to the raccoon trapper 

are obvious but much to many trapper’s 

dismay, both striped skunks and opossums 

have the same ideal sized paws and the ability

to grasp objects and are caught far too often for 

most. I guess nothing is perfect. 

Human and Wildlife Conflicts 

Conflicts between humans and animals are 

inevitable particularly as human populations 

continue to increase demands on land, water, 

and other natural resources. Available habitats 

suitable for diverse wildlife populations to 

flourish continue to decline in response. 

Striking an appropriate balance between the 

  Dog Proof Raccoon Trap 
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competing needs of wildlife and 

mankind will always be a challenge. Setting 

aside any debate on land use ethics, 

conflicts must be dealt with.  

Human/wildlife conflicts are played out 
daily in Minnesota. These struggles vary 
and encompass everything from exploding 
pigeon populations and the damage 
incurred from their predictable “deposits” 
virtually everywhere in our urban cities to 
burgeoning suburban whitetail deer 
populations taking possession of 
neighborhoods, ravenously devouring the 
decorative shrubbery and colliding with 
motor vehicles raising anxiety as well as 
auto insurance rates, this discussion will 
focus primarily on furbearer populations. 

Mr and Mrs Hada Nuff report an apparent 
burglary of their koi pond on Tuesday 
evening sometime after 8:00PM. They insist 
that Tuesday morning it contained six of the 
colorful Japanese carp but discovered 
Wednesday morning that four are 
mysteriously missing. Local law 
enforcement is focusing its investigation on 
the discovery of multicolored fish scales 
found near the crime scene along with 
excrement of unknown origin. Financial 
loss estimated to be seventy-three dollars 
each for a total of $292. Emotional loss  
much more difficult to quantify…. details 
tonight at 6:00 on XYZ News!

But as a species, some furbearers simply 
don’t cause much difficulty due in a 
significant measure to their limited 
reproductive potential. This is simply not 
the case with other more prolific 
populations of furry critters. 

Beavers 

We must give a great deal of credit to 

beaver. This species alone is personally 

responsible for modifying and creating more 

ideal habitat for itself and other wildlife than 

probably any other mammal in North 

America. (credit for creating mosquito 

producing habitat notwithstanding) Not to 

mention the role played in the exploration, 

the early fur trade and eventual settlement of 

this State in particular. It is difficult to 

imagine that beavers were once thought to be 

poised at the brink of extinction destined to 

join with the saber-toothed tiger and woolly 

mammoth of yore. Thankfully, seed 

populations were protected by both 

geographic inaccessibility as well as man’s 

intentional conservation efforts. Eventually 

the species rebounded and likely exceeded 

pre-settlement population numbers thanks in 

part to the gradual appearance of large tracts 

of new successional forests generated by the 

combination of commercial logging and fire. 

    Beaver with Aspen 

Today, virtually all available habitat for 
populations to persist and expand is now for 
the most part occupied. Overpopulation once 
thought unattainable has now become a 
present reality in many areas.  Here is where 
the trouble starts. 
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With most available habitat already 
occupied, beavers naturally gravitate toward 
setting up housekeeping in marginal areas 
and those in closer proximity to humans.  

Predictably. 

✓ Trees are gnawed and felled across

roads and power lines.

✓ culverts plugged, dams built, and

flooding naturally results.

✓ Timber becomes inaccessible for

harvesting due to water and eventually

wood fiber begins to decay. Roots lose

their grip; trees uproot and fall.

✓ Cropland is underwater, crops lost

for the season.

✓ Pastures flooded

✓ Beaver burrowing activities and

saturated soils endanger livestock and

people.

If problem beavers and their dams are not 

removed in a timely fashion once 

discovered, roadbeds and bridge support 

structures may fail due to soil saturation. 

Adding to concerns, these flood waters can 

immerse and incapacitate septic systems and 

gradually seep into groundwater. Coupled with 

the fact beavers routinely defecate in the water 

and those feces oftentimes contain the parasite 

Giardia lamblia an invisible but no less serious 

threat to human health and safety can emerge.  

The dreaded Giardiasis- commonly referred to 

as beaver fever. 

According to the State of New York:
 “Occasionally, some people will have chronic 
diarrhea over several weeks or months, with 
significant weight loss. The symptoms may 
appear from 3 to 25 days after exposure but 
usually within 10 days. Doctors commonly 
treat Giardiasis by prescribing antibiotics… 
However, some individuals may recover on 
their own in a few weeks without medication..”

Thankfully, necessary beaver dam removal is 

more easily accomplished for road and bridge 

departments when beavers choose to occupy 

roadside habitats. If these problem beavers are 

also easily accessible to trappers, if fur prices 

are generally favorable, these animals can be 

harvested during the fur trapping season 

without much trouble thereby providing the 

public with an important service free of 

charge. 

However, when depressed fur prices are the 

norm and accessibility becomes an issue, most 

fur trappers are less eager to aggressively 

pursue them during the regular trapping 

season let alone during the off-season when 

the pelts are generally thin and of little or no 

value in the fur market without being paid 

appropriately for the service.  

If control trapping must take place under such 

circumstances nuisance animal trappers either 

A Natural Cycle 

➢ Beavers Claim Territory

➢ Dams Appear- Flooding

➢ Beavers Reproduce

➢ Food Sources Depleted

➢ Beavers Disburse

➢ Dams Deteriorate Wash Out

➢ Waters Recede

➢ Tree Species Regenerate

➢ Repeat…
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private or government employed have to be 

compensated for such services as well. 

MNDNR employees are not actively 

involved in work that isn’t related to 

ongoing State sponsored forestry or 

wildlife projects but may provide referrals 

to municipalities and private landowners 

seeking trapping services. In some areas of 

the State, counties pay bounties to remove 

problem beavers. Contracting beaver 

removal work has become commonplace 

with several road authorities including the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 

(MNDOT) jurisdictions regularly 

experiencing conflict. No matter the route, 

the skills of a competent trapper will 

ultimately be implemented to accomplish 

this important task in season or out. 

 

 

 

Conflicts with Livestock 

Producers 

Conflicts between furbearing predators and 

livestock producers are commonplace and a 

certain amount of loss must be accepted and 

tolerated simply as one of the costs of doing 

commercial business in agricultural settings. 

Coyotes will prey on sheep, calves, poultry, 

and a variety of other types of stock when the 

opportunity presents itself. Commercial poultry 

producers generally take substantial steps to 

assure the safety of their investments by 

housing their birds in buildings that for the most 

part are predator- proof. However, when foxes, 

raccoon or skunks are successful in infiltrating 

poultry and egg producing operations 

tremendous financial losses routinely occur in a 

single incident.  

Traditional/Organic Producers 

The steady increase in the prevalence of “no 

fence” operations that pastured poultry for the 

organic market are extremely susceptible to 

losses by predators both avian and furred types. 

The fundamental philosophy in organic food 

production dictates that nothing “artificial” be 

introduced. Consequently, no antibiotics are 

utilized in immunizing neither stock directly 

nor through medicated feeds. Since wildlife can 

at times be even more attracted to the feeds 

provided than the stock themselves, severely 

raises the potential of contamination by both 

feces and saliva left by raiding wildlife leaving 

the scene of the crime. Such contact predictably 

leads to diseases and parasites being 

unknowingly passed on to vulnerable stock. 

With the price of organic products being 

brought to market  considerably higher than 

those generally commercially produced, losses 

by direct predation as well as the potential  of 

parasite and disease transmission through 

indirect contact will continue to raise 

production costs that will ultimately be passed 

on to the consumer. 

Coyotes, Foxes, Raccoon and Others 

These groups of fubearers readily come to 

mind as obstacles to overcome regarding 

conflicts with man’s ambitions. Livestock 

producers commonly sustain losses through 

direct predation by coyotes, foxes, wolves etc. 

What About Trapping and Relocating 

Problem Animals Somewhere Else? 

Relocating live wild animals from one location 

to another is generally forbidden by law and only 

allowed when special permits authorizing such 

activity have been issued from MNDNR.* 

This prohibition is reasonable considering the 

very real possibility of inadvertently introducing 

undetermined diseases and parasites into 

previously healthy wildlife populations. 

 

*Such permits are generally reserved for

graduate level wildlife research projects with 

specified conditions and restrictions. 
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Raccoon skunks and opossums regularly 

plague domestic fowl, particularly free-

range farm operations and wolves take 

sheep, calves, and other larger domestic 

prey  as  well .  These losses  are  not  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Disease/Parasite Transmission 

Wild animals are susceptible to a variety of 
parasites and diseases that are 
communicable to livestock and family pets. 
Outbreaks generally originate in social 
animals, family groups and communal 
denning situations. Animals with large 
reproductive potentials are obviously the 
ones of most concern; Raccoon, skunk, 
opossum, fox, and coyote populations fall 
into this category and are naturally most 
susceptible. 
Mange and other parasites commonly plague 

among many furbearer species along with 

outbreaks of distemper and to a lesser extent 

rabies. Unprotected family pets are not 

immune. Additional, some may potentially 

threaten human health directly through 

contact such as Giardiasis (beaver fever), 

Leptospirosis, Roundworms,  Lyme Disease, 

and more including the dreaded 

hydrophobia (rabies).  

Eastern Coyote Severe Mange Infestation 

Wildlife and Agriculture 

As we’re all aware, agriculture and native 
wildlife must share the landscape. While the 
byproducts of commercial agriculture serve 
to support and supplement the needs of many 
species of wildlife, when populations exceed 
the available resources unacceptable 
consequences appear. Raccoon in the 
backyard corn patch may invoke visions of 
pesky yet adorable masked bandits up to 
simple mischief while the reality of such 
losses on a commercial scale can be 
significant. 

Damage to corn by raccoon is a serious 
concern among agricultural producers in the 
United States (second only to deer), with 25% 
of producers reporting raccoon damage to 
crops.   Corn is  the  preferred  food  item  of 

Overpopulation of species beyond the 

habitat’s ability to support them, magnify 

the potential of widespread transmission. A 

vigorous trapping component in wildlife 

management plans designed to 

aggressively harvest surplus animals, 

serves to safeguard people and animals, 

and ensure sustainable wildlife at healthy 

densities. 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Reports The percentage of US calf deaths 
attributed to predators in 2015, at 11.1%, 
was up from 3.5 percent in 1995 and 5.5% 
in 2010. Coyotes accounted for the highest 
percentage of adult cattle deaths due to 
predators at 40.5%, and the highest 
percentage of calf deaths due to predators 
53.1%

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahms/
general/downloads/cattle_calves_deathloss_2015.pdf

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahms/general/downloads/cattle_calves_deathloss_2015.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahms/general/downloads/cattle_calves_deathloss_2015.pdf
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raccoon in agricultural landscapes, and, 

when available, it can comprise >50% of 

their diet. Thus, landscapes supporting 

elevated raccoon populations likely incur 

substantial damage to corn, particularly 

during years when the availability of 

alternative food sources (e.g., mast) is 

limited. Throughout much of the 
Midwestern     United      States,       raccoon 
populations have dramatically increased 

over the past 15 years. Responding 

positively to changing land use practices, 

raccoon have reached their highest 

abundances in urban and agricultural 

environments. From 1957 to 1987, the 

percentage of wildlife agencies reporting 

damage to crops by raccoon increased 10% 

to 94% 

berrymaninstitute.org/files/Beasley_Rhod es.pdf 

Wild animals naturally come into conflict 
with people either directly or indirectly 
especially when populations rise above 
reasonable densities. When significant 
damage is threatened, it must be addressed. 
Everything from damage to roads and 
bridges, loss of crops/livestock, pet deaths 
and disease transmission to additional 
wildlife as well as domestic animals and 
threats to human health are predictable 
outcomes if left ignored. The true costs are 
difficult to adequately quantify. 
In states and municipalities where legal fur 
trapping has been banned or severely 
restricted, unchecked furbearer populations 
have soared and predictably, require 
nuisance wildlife trappers. Generally, when 
nuisance trapping must be provided there is 
little financial incentive as pelts are in an 
unprime condition with no fur market value. 
Consequently, these trapping services must 
be paid for by the municipality, landowner, 
farmer,   or    livestock     producer.      These 

expenditures are ultimately passed on to the 
consumer/taxpayer.  
In contrast, fur trappers provide a free service 

unnoticed by the public at large that ultimately 

protects their way of life. Without an active 

trapping component wildlife management 

goals would be all but impossible to attain in 

any practical manner.   

It is ultimately in the best interest of all that 

trapping continues to be practiced.  

Trapping Heritage -Outdoor Lifestyle 

Fur trapping has a long and colorful history 

here in the State of Minnesota. From the 

earliest exploration of the Territory, 

establishment of fur trading posts and fur 

trading routes to settlement and eventual 

statehood, fur resources were a major driving 

force. Beaver pelts were after all, the original 

currency exchanged in this once wild and 

unexplored country. 

Preparing Pelts for Market 

It’s About More Than Just Income 

Today economic incentives although 
important, are far from the only motivation to 
explain the persistent allure of fur trapping. 
The annual production of wild fur benefits 
trappers,   fur    buyers,    manufacturers,   and 

https://berrymaninstitute.org/files/Beasley_Rhodes.pdf
https://berrymaninstitute.org/files/Beasley_Rhodes.pdf
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consumers to one degree or another as well 

as serving to impact wildlife population 

goals, minimize financial losses due to 

conflicts with fubearers, mitigate wildlife 

disease outbreaks etc. However, there are 

additional benefits beyond the obvious 

selling of furs.  

Some trappers make fur hats and other 

items from animals they harvest both for 

sale and personal use. Others additionally 

sell skulls, various bones, teeth, and claws 

of furbearers for traditional “period type” 

reenactment and “mountain man” 

gatherings. Beaver tail leather has become 

another resource of value for the 

manufacturing of custom handgun cases, 

wallets, handbags, and even western boots! 

Selling and donating skulls/carcasses for 

research purposes and science/anatomy 

classes is also an option. With the sport of 

dog sledding being so popular in Minnesota 

there exists a continuous demand for beaver 

carcasses unfit for human consumption to 

feed dog teams during winter. 

Wild Meats 

Beavers are probably the most utilized wild 

meats generated by trapping here in our 

state with muskrats coming in a distant 

second. Beavers provide an excellent 

source of protein and can be prepared like 

other wild meats for the table and make 

excellent base for homemade sausage and 

jerky making which has become so popular 

among sportsmen in recent years. The same 

can be said for muskrats nicknamed “marsh 

rabbits” among the wild food connoisseurs. 

In addition, the sale of these wild meats is 

also legally allowed under Minnesota law 

without additional licensing requirements.  

Intangibles 
Aside   from   what   these  furbearers directly 
provide, pursing furbearers is 

so complimentary to the satisfaction gained 

in other outdoor pursuits. Spending time in 

the outdoors, increasing your knowledge 

of wildlife and wildlife habits, learning from 

both your successes as well as failures are 

personally invaluable. Sunrises, sunsets, 

as well as weather both pleasant and not-

so- pleasant are all part of rich outdoor 

experiences.  Accepting the responsibility 

of setting and tending traps, harvesting 

the animals, and preparing the furs for 

market are all essential components of the 

sport. Sharing your outdoor knowledge with 

young people and mentoring the next 

generation are all personally fulfilling and 

vital to assuring this proud tradition 

continues. 

Field Training Session Water Trapping 



The Minnesota Trappers Association (MTA) is a non- profit sporting 

organization established in January of 1959 for the sole purpose of 

“helping to perpetuate the nation’s oldest 

industry- the fur trade”  
Conservation, Education and Outreach efforts are just as foundational 

in honoring that pledge today as they were over sixty years ago. 

Trapping benefits society in many ways. We encourage you to learn more about our sport 

and the proud heritage of those who practice it yet today- 

members of the Minnesota Trappers Association 

www.mntrappers.org 
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                  Visit Us www.mntrappers.org 


